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8 Second Sunday of Easter  / Divine Mercy Sunday  ~  April 8, 2018 

Who indeed is the victor over the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
— 1 John 5:5 



 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES  
Sunday: Second Sunday of Easter  
 (or Sunday of Divine Mercy);  
 Julian Calendar Easter 
Monday: The Annunciation of the Lord 
Wednesday: St. Stanislaus 
Thursday: Yom Ha-Shoa  
 (Holocaust Remembrance Day) 
Friday: St. Martin I 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10;  
 Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;  
 Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9;  
 1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The community of believers was 
of one heart and mind (Acts 4:32-35). 

Psalm — Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love 
is everlasting (Psalm 118). 
Second Reading — Everyone who believes that Jesus is 
the Christ is begotten by God (1 John 5:1-6). 
Gospel — The risen Christ comes to his disciples with 
peace and the Spirit. (John 20:19-31). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Apr. 15, 22– Grades 6-8 Faith Formation 
Apr. 17, 25– Grades 1-5 Faith Formation 
April 21– 2nd Grade Covenant Mass, 5pm 
Apr. 22– HSYG Meeting, 7pm, gym 
Apr. 23– Confirmation Retreat, 4-10pm, St. Mary, Closter 
Apr. 24– Communion Practice in FF Class 
Apr. 26– K of C Bergen Federation, 7pm, church hall 
Apr. 27– Confirmation Practice, 7pm, church 
Apr. 28– Sacrament of Confirmation, 5pm 
Apr. 29– JHYG Meeting, 7pm, gym 
Sundays– Contemporary Family Mass, 5pm 
Sundays– AA in Church Hall, 7:30pm 
Tuesdays– Eucharistic Holy Hour  
Fridays– ICC Prayer Group, Church Hall, 7:30pm  

PARISH CALENDAR ~ APRIL 2018 

 
Saturday   April 7, 2018 
       5:00pm  Josephine Murphy– Loving Grandchildren 
     
Sunday    April 8, 2018 
       8:00am     The Parish Family  
      10:00am  Patrick Moore (21st Anniversary)- Moore Family 
      12:00pm John McDonald (5th Anniversary)- McDonald 

  Family 
       5:00pm    Special Intention 
  
Monday  April 9, 2018 
       12:00pm Julia Frank– Elaine & Paul Danno 
       
Tuesday            April 10, 2018 
       12:00pm Anthony Gangeri– Marge & Barry Scott 
                                 
Wednesday         April 11, 2018 
       12:00pm John Trebino– Joe D’Ercole & Family 
                    
Thursday             April 12, 2018 
      12:00pm No Mass 
                       
Friday      April 13, 2018 
      12:00pm Therese Haus– The Carroll Family 
                 
Saturday   April 14, 2018 
       5:00pm  John Verdigi– Toni Cross 
     
Sunday    April 15, 2018 
       8:00am     Louis H. Benaquista– The Rooney Family 
      10:00am  The Parish Family 
      12:00pm Pamela Baisley– Ann Marlow 
       5:00pm    Joseph Marigliani– Joe D’Ercole & Family 

  

MASS INTENTIONS 

 
 

               Please pray for all those who are ill         
      and their caretakers. 

              For Communion to the sick in hospitals and  
 nursing homes please call the Rectory. 

  
Lorraine Lupardi, Thomas Wendelken Jr., Stephanie 
DenBoer, Maria Ramirez, Ryan MacNaughton, Dick 
Musacchio, Louis Frola, Meghan Dolan,  Otto & Amy Kraus, 
Joseph Mosca, MaryLou Frosco, Barbara Bryant, Rachel 
Knanishu Grossman, Jean-Marie Bongiovanni, Bruce 
Fernstrom, Kevin Mullane,  Steven Connelly, Evelyn 
Dambra, Hernan Sierra, Emma Benvenuto, Sammy 
Schammas, Daniel Murphy, Ethan Rotante, Don Jerie, Lyda 
Figueredo, Mary Bartolomei, Dawn Conguisti 
 
Please make your prayer requests by emailing 
immaculateconception@iccnorwood.org or call (201) 768-
1600.   
 
Kindly Notify the Rectory If A Name Can Be Removed 
From the Prayer List 

EVERYTHING 
God, of your goodness give me yourself,  

for you are enough for me.  
And only in you do I have everything. 

—St. Julian of Norwich 



Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
 
Alleluia!!! Alleluia!!!! Praise be Jesus Christ. Both now 
and forever!!!! Alleluia!!! Alleluia!!! 
 
Alleluia!!! Alleluia!!!! God is Good…..All the time….God is 
Good!!!! Alleluia!!! Alleluia!!!! 
 
What a splendid and glorious Triduum and Easter Season 
we have just celebrated with our hearts renewed in Him 
who is the Resurrection & the Life!!!! 
 
However we could not have had such a joyous celebra-
tion of Easter without reflecting upon the manner in 
which we have lived out our Lenten Season so that our 
hearts be renewed. 
 
May I just take a moment to highlight just a couple of 
examples of how this was manifested in our parish be-
ginning at the dawn of the new year. 
 
In early January we embarked upon a 7 week series enti-
tled Discovering Christ from Christ Life. During this 
weekly series we had over 60 people gather weekly for 
fellowship where a message was shared and small 
groups engaged in lively discussions where the Holy 
Spirit was truly present. I am ever so grateful to the en-
tire leadership for this series – truly hearts were touched 
and renewed through Him, with Him, and in Him!!! 
Please watch the bulletin for the dates Following 
Christ, the 2nd of a 3 piece series, which will be offered 
in the Fall of 2018.  
 
I reflect back to the weekend of March 3rd when our Pre
-Cana team facilitated a gathering for engaged couples 
preparing for marriage. During this gathering couples 
came to know the joyful witness of the Northern Valley 
Pre-Cana Team, which offered them opportunity to be 
encouraged in their perspective vocation as husband and 
wife. 
 
Also during our Lenten Journey we had the opportunity 
to gather together with our New Energy sister parishes, 
namely St. Mary’s, Closter and Sacred Heart, Haworth, 
for Lenten Soup and Stations. The fellowship was engag-
ing and the prayerful experience of the Stations of the 
Cross was a key focal point for the Season of Lent.  
 
As we continued our Lenten journey I was overjoyed to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with our sister 
parishes at Sacred Heart, Haworth. On these occasions I 
do believe that the Sacrament of Reconciliation has re-
newed many hearts in Him who is the Divine Healer. 
 
Throughout the season of Lent our Parish Faith Forma-
tion has been preparing to celebrate hallmark moments 
in their journey of faith. Our young people and their 
families in our First Communion Class had their First 
Communion Retreat with “Ray the Potter” on the week-

end of Palm Sunday. Although the weekend was a busy 
one I had the opportunity to pop in for a visit. Truly Ray 
has a keen way to touch the hearts of all where faith is 
renewed. 
 
On Saturday, April 28th we will also celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation when our young people will boldly 
proclaim their desire to say “yes” to the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit that will be conferred upon them by Bishop John 
W. Flesey. During this ceremony may we all pray as the 
Body of Christ that the breath and the power of the Holy 
Spirit will not only descend upon them but also upon 
their families and friends that gather for this celebration! 
May God continue to shower His gifts upon them! 
 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Maureen 
Whaley, Pam Delaportas, Elaine Danno and Sarah Lucero 
who coordinated our Easter Egg Hunt as well as the fes-
tivities that followed, and their children who packed the 
Easter eggs with gifts from the Easter Bunny. Congratu-
lations to Joseph Marini who won the Jelly Bean Contest. 
As our young people had such great fun at the Easter 
Egg Hunt, may their joy be all the more enriched with 
the joy  of knowing Him who is the Resurrection and the 
Life. 
 
As Holy Week dawned upon us beginning with Palm Sun-
day and throughout the Triduum, that is Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and Easter Saturday-Sunday, our Liturgies 
were most certainly enhanced by our parish Music Minis-
try as well as our guest musicians under the direction of 
Charles LaLima and our cantor, Sarah Lucero. Through 
their musical gifts and talents they were able to lead us 
in worship and allow us to encounter the glory of these 
days when our lives are renewed and refreshed. In the 
name of the parish family I thank God for blessing us 
with both of you! 
 
As the only priest in the parish, the Triduum was a very 
busy time liturgically where I preside over the liturgies. 
That being said I was overjoyed to sit in the quietness on 
the evening of Good Friday when our young people, un-
der the direction of Sarah Lucero, led us through a pow-
erful and peaceful (much desired by me) presentation of 
the Stations of the Cross. Personally, for me, this was a 
most welcomed and peaceful experience and I’m so very 
grateful for this moment of prayer and meditation. Thank 
you, Thank You!!!! 
 
As we gathered to celebrate the Mother of all Liturgies, 
the Great Easter Vigil, we experienced the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit as we welcomed into the Catholic Church 
Andrew Maier who was Baptized, Confirmed and received 
First Holy Communion. Along with his entire family, we, 
your Sisters and Brothers in the Lord, promise you our 
unceasing  prayers  as  you  progress  in your Journey of  

(continued) 

* SUNDAY REFLECTIONS * 



* NEWS FROM  I C C * 

Join us for Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word at 10am Mass. Children hear the 
readings and Gospel in terms they un-

derstand, and participate in activities to help them un-
derstand how it pertains to them in their own lives. 2018 
Schedule: April 15 & 29; May 20 
Many hands make light work! In order to continue 
this wonderful program, additional volunteers are 
needed. All you need is a love of God and desire to 
share that love with our young ones. Children’s 
Liturgy is usually held twice a month from Octo-
ber to May, and the more volunteers we have the 
less frequently any one person is needed. We will 
work with your schedule! Volunteers must com-
plete a 3-hour training program given at conven-
ient locations. If you can be of help please contact 
Pam Delaportas at pd3773@yahoo.com. 

Every ICC parishioner has 
24/7 access to some of the 
best Catholic content on any 

device, including your computer, Smartphone and 
tablet with internet access - FOR FREE!!!! Find a 
variety of video programs that explain the Catholic faith, 
explore the deepest meaning of marriage, adult faith 
formation, receive Bible studies on a variety of topics, 
small group teen discipleship and includes inspiring mov-
ies, books and audio talks. Here’s how easy it is to get 
FORMED: Go to www.FORMED.org & enter Parish 
Code: 3B6MGW 

NEW FREE CATHOLIC CONTENT 

This year’s Appeal is a perfect opportunity 
for us to reflect on God’s generosity and to 
share the blessings we have been given with 
those around us. This year, our parish goal is 
$18,712.00. As of February 12th, our parish 
has pledged $10,465.00 and we have re-
ceived $8535.00  
 

I would like to thank the 25 families who have set a firm 
foundation for the appeal, and may I encourage everyone 
to contribute to this appeal as they can. Thank you for all 
your kindness and generosity. Please remember that the 
moment we exceed our goal we receive 62% of every 
dollar over the goal. For instance should our pledge 
amount to $25,000 the parish would receive a rebate of 
$3898. If an additional 100 families pledged $250, we 
would reach that goal! If WE exceed the goal, WE will use 
the rebate to upgrade the Platform Lift which is no longer 
operational. 
 
The Annual Appeal provides the poor with food, shelter 
and clothing; makes religious education, spiritual guid-
ance and CYO programs available for the young; insures 
the future leadership of the Church with seminarian edu-
cation and training; and most important, brings Christ’s 
Good News to the people of the Archdiocese.   
 
It is important for all of us to participate. Please consider 
making a gift to the 2018 Sharing God’s Blessings Annual 
Appeal. To learn more about the ministries of the Arch-
diocese of Newark, please visit www.rcan.org/sharing, 
like us on Facebook at Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Newark or tweet us at @NwkArchdiocese. 

SHARING GOD’S BLESSINGS  

There are still many 2018 weekday and some weekend 
Masses available for intentions here at Immaculate Con-
ception. The 2019 Mass book will not open until most of 
the 2018 Mass intentions are filled.  If you would like a 
Mass said for the deceased, for healing, or in commemo-
ration of a life event please call Louise at the rectory at 
201-768-1600. 

2018 MASSES AT  ICC 

Receive the Holy Spirit 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

* SUNDAY REFLECTIONS *  (CONTINUED) 

Faith. Andrew,  may the Holy Spirit continue to stir up 
within you the gifts received that Most Holy Night and 
may you be empowered to transform the lives of many, 
especially your peers, through your witness!!! 
 
I would also like to express a word of sincere gratitude 
to all of our parish ministries who assisted throughout 
these most sacred days. In times past it was always the 
priest who presided at these services. However in these 
days we thank God for the Readers, Eucharistic Ministers 
who serve at the parish and nursing homes, and our 
Youth and Adult Altar Servers for your willingness and 
desire to say yes in serving the Body of Christ here at 
ICC, and all those who contributed to decorating our 
Church for Easter.  
 
As we prepare to celebrate First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation in the approaching weeks, may we unite 
ourselves with Mary our Mother, Our Lady of Fatima, 
who seeks to lead you and I, her children, to her Joy, 
Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life! 
 
Peace & Easter Blessings to All! 
Fr. Leo 



SUPPORT FOR GRIEVING PARENTS 
NEWS FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE 

 The 31th Annual Liturgy for Parents Whose Child Has 
Died will be held on Friday, May 11, 2018 at 7:30 PM at 
Notre Dame RC Church, 359 Central Avenue, North Cald-
well, NJ.  All parents who have suffered the death of a 
child of any age are invited to attend with their families 
and friends. The mass includes a personal witness and 
the reading of each child’s name. Pre-registration is re-
quested by contacting Lauren Egan at 973-497-4327 or 
Lauren.Egan@rcan.org. 

Angels U is a new summer program for girls entering 
grades 6-9. The 2-week program allows students to 
choose their “major” in a project-based learning environ-
ment. In addition, rising 8th grade girls are invited to our 
entrance exam prep class, Intro to the SSAT. Students 
who take our prep class will once again have their exam 
fee waived for our flex date in November. Visit https://
www.holyangels.org/admissions for details and to register 
online. 

ACAD. OF HOLY ANGELS SUMMER PROGRAM 

“New Hope - Hands of Hope” Wednesday, April 18, 2018, 
6:30 - 10:30pm. Seasons, 664 Pascack Road, Washington 
Twp. 07676, $90 per person. Cocktail hour, gourmet din-
ner, Silent Auction, Tricky Tray, raffle, huge 50/50 and 
dancing. Your generosity enables us to reach out to first-
time single mothers and their babies so please celebrate 
with us! To make a reservation, contact: Kathy Turlick at 
(201) 573-8697 or kturlick@gmail.com  

GALA IN SUPPORT OF NEW HOPE, INC. 

STEPHANIE CYWINSKI-OBRIEN 
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Don Bosco Prep will host its spring Open House for pro-
spective students on Thursday, April 26, 2018, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. All seventh and eighth grade students and par-
ents are invited to attend. Come and get a tour of the 
campus and hear about our exciting programs, classes, 
clubs, activities, sports teams, and financial aid opportuni-
ties. To register, visit www.donboscoprep.org . 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Performances at Inserra Theater, St. Joseph Regional 
HS, 40 Chestnut Ridge Road, Montvale. The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee. Performances: 7:30 on Fri., 
Apr. 13, Sat. Apr. 14, Fri., Apr. 20 and Sat. Apr. 21. All 
tickets $17. Tickets on sale Apr.4th at sjrbooktix.com. 
Group discounts available. Contact sjrtheatertick-
ets@gmail.com. Senior Citizen Preview performances 
Wed. Apr.11 at 10am & 4pm. Tickets for these perform-
ances only are $5 and will be sold at the door. For more 
info call 201-391-7422 or contact www.sjrtheater.com. 

ST JOSEPH HS TO PRESENT MUSICAL COMEDY 

For the 11th consecutive year, student scholarships are 
being offered through the Stephanie Cywinski-O’Brien 
Trust. Applications are now being accepted from parish 
7th and 8th grade students attending a Catholic grammar 
school (primary consideration), as well as Freshmen, 
Sophomores and Juniors attending a Catholic high school 
(secondary consideration) and continuing their education 
at a Catholic school. Applications and eligibility require-
ments are available to download on the main page of our 
parish website or at the parish office. Applications are 
due April 16 with decisions to be made by April 30. 

A special mass and a support group meeting for all who 
are affected by the disease of alcoholism will take place 
at Church of St. Mary, 20 Legion Place, Closter, NJ on 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 at 12:00 noon. Mass is offered 
for the support, healing and recovery of not only the 
man/woman directly affected with the abuse of alcohol 
and/or drugs, but also for anyone involved in the life of 
the alcoholic or drug addict.  For information please call 
201-768-7565. 
April 21, 2018 is also the Fr. Jim McKenna Memorial 
Fund Annual Beefsteak Dinner and Reverse Raffle. For 
information go to our website, fatherjimmckenna.org. 

SPECIAL NOON MASS & SUPPORT GROUP 

The Flame of Love Prayer group is hosting a "Marian 
Day" 14 April 2018. Marian talk, Holy Hour, Healing 
Mass, and Divine Mercy Chaplet. 
FACCHV is hosting a Filipino Mass Saturday 21 April 
2018, 5:30pm, followed by an Easter Fiesta/Fellowship/
Potluck dinner at the parish center across the street.  

Events at  National Shrine of Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel in Middletown, New York 

On the heels of the recent Vatican announcement of the 
approval of the canonization of Archbishop Oscar Ro-
mero, we will examine the meaning of sainthood and the 
models of holiness necessary for our time. Robert Ells-
berg, an award-winning author, will probe these topics 
and share his insights on specific figures who have par-
ticularly inspired him. Wednesday, April 25, 7:00pm, Do-
minican Convent, 175 Route 340, Sparkill, New York. Free 
will donations accepted. Book signing to follow lecture. 
Lecture is free and open to the public. Registration re-
quired at sparkill.org/events or call 845-359-4136. 

DOMINICAN SISTERS OF SPARKILL EVENT 

DON BOSCO PREP SPRING OPEN HOUSE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Queen of Peace Council #3679 of the K of C in Clos-
ter will again be awarding two 2018-2019 Jim McGahren 
Memorial Scholarships to students entering/attending a 
Catholic High School in the Archdiocese of Newark or an 
accredited college/university in the US. To be eligible for 
the scholarships, the student and their family must be 
active members of one of the seven parishes of the 
Northern Valley. We will be awarding a $1000 college 
scholarship and $1000 Catholic High School scholarship. 
App l i ca t ions  a re  ava i l ab le  by  ema i l i ng 
KofC3679@verizon.net. 
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